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I n the spring of 2001, under the auspices of a grant from the 
Belanger Gardner foundation, the ETRC undertook a project to 

organize and describe its collection of nearly 500 postcards. Janice 
LaDuke was hired to arrange meticulously the postcards collection. 
The project resulted in the creation of a finding aid that will allow 
researchers to search efficiently for postcards that they may be inter
ested in. This finding aid is accessible via the ETRC's Archivist. The 
postcards are arranged by municipality and are subdivided by sub
ject matter. They are indexed by place name and by subject. Fur
thermore, the postcards have been described as a collection, using 
the Rules for Archival Description. 

These historical postcards date from the nineteenth and early 
twentieth century, with a large majority of the collection dating 
from the first two decades of the twentieth century. This collection 
consists of a wide variety of postcards from every corner of Quebec's 
Eastern Townships - from Bedford, to Leeds, to Lac Megantic, to 
Stan stead, with a large proportion coming from the Townships' 
largest city, Sherbrooke. The postcards depict scenes from various 
aspects of the region, especially of structures and landscapes that are 
of explicit importance to the area. In the ETRC's Postcards Collec
tion, there are a total of 16 subject categories. 

Postcards serve many functions. Their first and most obvious 
function is to provide people with a quick and easy means of com
munication. Their second function is to provide the general public 
with access to a visual representation of a local landmark, or specif
ic point of interest that is necessarily associated with the region in 
which the postcard was purchased. Essentially, postcards are a medi
um for the public and for commercial distribution of popular pho
tography. This visual representation serves both as a souvenir for the 
consumer and as a publicity tool for the postcard producer. 

Without minimizing the practical and commercial functions of 
the postcard, in the opinions of archivists and researchers, the most 
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important function of the postcard is to serve as a wi ndow in to the 
past and a vita l representation of life as it was. To find examples of 
how a postca rd would be importa nt to the resea rcher, o ne onl y 
needs to take into account how much urban and rural landscapes 
have changed over the yea rs. As bu ildi ngs, bridges and stree ts are 
bui lt o r taken down, as trees are planted or cut, as ri ver erode their 
banks, a permanent aiteration of the landscape is made. Photogra
phy documents this a lteration of the landscape and as postca rds 
act as the popular medium for photography, they are the most effec
tive tools for observing these changes. Of course, in a ll of th is, we 
must never fo rget the popu lar appea l these postca rds have to those 
wishing to have access to v iv id rem inders of the way the Eastern 
Townships used to look. 
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Edllcation Structures: ShcriJ(()oke !-fish School. Shl'rIJrookc, Qllebec. 
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LlI/uiSCIII'CS: Ow/'s 1-11'(/(/ MOl/lllaill. /.af ,\klllplm'/l/flsog, Magog, Quebec. 

Medical Struc/ llrt's: prorcSI(lllllfospita/. Slll'fbffWkl', Qllt'/){'C. 
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MOllllllu'lIls: Statile 0(10/111 5(111')'('(. Sawyerville, Quebec. 
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Slrel'ls: fI 1l'('rII{'SJ, Qllem'c. 
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